
Conventions are a regular part of the science fiction 
calendar, bringing together readers and authors for an 

informal weekend of talk and discussion, often with 
an official programme featuring authors and critics, sf 

artwork, auctions, films. and other events — from 
quiz shows to fancy dress parades. 

The first organised convention was held in Leeds, 

way back in 1937, and since then the idea has spread 
around the world, with scores of conventions being 

held each year, from Norway to New Zealand. The 

annual World Sf Convention is the giant of the field, 
and everyone taking up a membership, whether 

attending or supporting, is entitled to nominate and 

vote in the annual Hugo Awards, presented at a 

special ceremony during the convention itself. 
In Britain, the major science fiction convention is 

the annual Eastercon; but in recent years many 

additional conventions have become established 
throughout the year and have already proved im- 

mensely popular. 
Some forthcoming conventions are briefly listed 

below. If you are interested in finding out more 

about them, write directly to the addresses given at 
the end of each entry. 

FAIRCON 81. Jul 24-27, Ingram Hotel, Glasgow. 

Guests of Honour: John Brunner, Ken Slater. Write to: 

200 Woodlands Rd, Glasgow, G3 6LN, Scotland. 

UNICON 2. Sep 11-14, Keele University, Staffs. 

Guest of Honour: John Sladek. Write to: ‘Bridge 

End’, Shawbury, Shrewsbury, Salop. 

DENVENTION II. 39th World Convention. Sep 

3-7 1981, Hilton Hotel, Denver. Guests of 
Honour: C L Moore, Clifford Simak. Write to: PO 
Box 11545, Denver, CO 80211, USA. 
CHICON IV. 40th World Convention. 1982. Chicago. 

Guests of Honour: A Bertram Chandler, Kelly Freas. 

es SWOWER OF THE MAGL RICKARD COWPER 

ALAN DEAN FOSTER 
There were seven levels to the forest 

world, and each spawned a teaming mass 
of struggling life. At the top was the 
sun-bleached roof of the Upper Hell — 
and deep below lay the abyssal swamps 

and perpetual darkness of the Lower & 
True Hell. Mankind perched precariously 

in between... 21/3pp 

MARTIN SHERWOOD 

Strange dreams, macabre happenings, 
and abnormal states of consciousness . . . 

~ Can itrealiy be true that a new and power- 
ful life form is evolving under the eyes of 

scientists? Only Tim Wagner is sane 
enough to understand the danger which 
faces mankind. ] 72pp 

COLIN KAPP 
“Evening cupped blood-red hands around 
the city of Tenarensor. The quaint 

towers of the capital of Ortel became 

less distinct as the yellow sky darkened 
through maroon to a deep crimson, shot 

with the bright stars of the Hub.” On 

a Strange and sinister planet, a game of 

power and survival is played without 
tules. 184pp 

WILSON TUCKER 
In the authoritarian world of 2578, Time 

Research is a well-established business, 
and the fieldwork it requires provides a 

welcome escape for individualists like 

Benjamin Steward. His latest assignment 
— to trace a lost speech by Abraham 

Lincoln — seems, however, to have gone 

desperately wrong... 159pp 

Printed in England and published by 
Readers Union, Newton Abbot, Devon 

Write to: PO Box A3120, Chicago, IL 60690, USA. 

SYZYGY 
MICHAEL G CONEY 
A fascinating insight into an alien ecology. 

" When the six moons of Arcadia come together, 
strange events convulse the colony planet — and 
the colonists .. . 8% x 5%in / 167pp 
Member's price £2.15 
Eiinfield Press £3.96 

THE WEB OF THE MAGI 
RICHARD COWPER 
Lost worlds, alien contacts, and paranormal 
phenomena — four versatile stories from one 
of Britain’s leading sf writers. 7% x 4in / 160pp 

Member's price £4.10 
Gollancz £5.50 

GOD'S WORLD 
IAN WATSON 
A world where technology intersects with 
dreams... where fantasy becomes reality, where 
wishes automatically come true. God’s World 

sounds iike heaven iiseif...but the price of 
entry is death. 7% x 4%in / 254pp 

Member's price £4.45 
Gollancz £5.95 

THE VISITORS 
CLIFFORD D SIMAK 
“One of the most engaging novels of alien inva- 
sion every written” — Library Journal. An un- 
usual and original first contact novel 
by a Nebula Grandmaster. 

7% x Sin | 288pp 
Member’s price £3.95 
Sidgwick & Jackson £7.95 
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Publishers’ Editions £11.85 for all three 

REF NO 4696 

ARKADY & BORIS STRUGATSKY 
“A truly superb tale... you won't forget 

it.’’ — Theodore Sturgeon. The alien visit 
to Earth was brief and mysterious, but — 

like picnickers everywhere — they left 

their litter behind them. Most of the 
debris is incomprehensible, much of it is 

dangerous, but some items of disposable 
alien technology could revolutionise life 

on Earth. 145pp 

IAN WATSON 

“Thirty thousand kilometres out in space, 

the returning probe Zayits raced towards 
re-entry. The robot ‘Hare’ was to land 
softly in the snowfields of Kazakhstan 

... But something goes wrong, and 

the Russian spaceship, with its soil 
samples from Mars, crashes in a remote 
Andean village, bringing a strange sick- 

ness...and a dream of ancient Inca 
power. 207pp 

Publishers’ Editions 
£11.85 for all three 

REF NO 4697 

All prices exclude carriage 


